Senior Timeline and Checklist

September

____
Register for the ACT, SAT, and/or the SAT II subject tests. 
____    If you plan to a play Div. I or II sport in college- you must register at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.

____
Ask/remind teachers about recommendations.
____
Check announcements – sign up for college rep’s visits.

____
Check announcements – find out about early scholarship opportunities.

____
Begin first drafts of any essays required.

____
Reduce your preliminary list of colleges to a manageable number.
____
Research colleges and technical schools.

____
Meet with your counselor.

October  

____
Prepare for the ACT and/or the SAT.

____
Take the ACT, SAT or SAT II.  

____
Further develop essays for your applications.

____
Review your transcript with your counselor.

____
Attend college representative meetings.

____
Arrange interviews and tours at colleges. 
November

____
Take the ACT, SAT or SAT II.

____
Find out what forms, test results, etc. are necessary for the colleges you are interested in applying.

____
Ask teachers to complete recommendation forms, if needed.

____
If you are applying under an “early decision” or “early action” plan – submit your application now. 

____
Attend financial aid workshop.

December

____
Take the ACT, SAT or SAT II.

____
Check application deadlines.

____
Complete all applications for admission.

____
Talk with graduates about college.

____
Get a free application for federal student aid (FAFSA) from guidance or online at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

____
Start collecting the documentation needed to file FAFSA in Jan.
January

____
Finish any other college applications.  

____
Attend FAFSA workshop. ASAP after Jan. 1st FAFSA should be completed and filed (Aid can run out!) 

____
Check announcements for scholarship information.

____
Complete scholarship applications.

February

____
Continue to check announcements for scholarship information.

____
Mail out financial aid forms if you haven’t yet. 

March

____
Explore the colleges you have applied to as thoroughly as possible.

____
Register for Advanced Placement tests if you are taking them.  

____
Have you received the financial aid forms acknowledgement and the student aid report?     

____
Apply for local scholarships. 

April

____
Review your acceptance and financial aid offers with your counselor.

____
Give a copy of every financial aid offer you receive to your counselor (even for schools you don’t plan on attending.)

____
Visit your college of choice before your final decision.

____
Notify the college of your choice.  Send deposit to be received by May 1st.

May

____
Notify the schools you have decided not to attend.

____
Keep your counselor informed of your decisions and scholarships you receive. 

____
Send your financial aid forms to your chosen college – keep a copy for your records.

____
Apply for a summer job to help pay for college costs.

